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the UnneoaaW (be eonstita
teae, aJtaaegh they here aelr fifty
aad uopaitse;kel aTlhey reject the bnke
they should not come in under a eoaatke
tana ef taesr choice tdl they shell have a

er till grW switobar, MtJfSMiv Wk "
time the ratio 1 inereaeed I censtBuBen, with aij Ha atre- -

Bm.sir.rbere U another objection P-- eieansl rssunoataV

(hie meaaute. flap thst the of' J' 1CM "J
Kansas were perJtleT to rote tMreTnc, a atora Ska'.e a

Carried ee by the original States under tbe
stoma reservation of the Constitution of
the United rkates, which sutboriied that
trade until the year 1808 by aay of tbe
original thirteen Statea.

That same condition precedent was ap-

plied to (be Htate of Illinois, and apoe a
tict oompitaoea with that coed it ion waa

she permitted to coiuc ioto tbe Union.
The same condition precedent was applied
to the State of Indi na: an. I without tbat
condition c .i.ph d with she weld not

hare beB roiiud to eoiue let iliu Un- -

ion tier people petitioned Cottijrnn .

repei I that n I ' iii:'a re
purled Ibmagfl It .ndoli h, of Roanoke,
against tbe reieni, end rv'Ued to .10 U.

Now, ir, on tlieee omiriilioiM prec.leui
t migbt real Him argument; but there la yet
another ojgaafhaajpsjeeace the eeh-hra- -

led joint resolution mhth authorized the
n i ins .on rua into tb. Union. The

lou ma), it is a wnttaa crime; enact it la--

to a faw.and it will be a legislative atroekr

the Waul ae, of which AM hardly

with lb Wodlf
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W perpetual riun.
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Wbat, sir. are tbe
to as to isKfueaasiayreB nai Batotototwia
WaeeJ Tbe Pretsdea ae toe Uwted
Stare. KoncMt; m the poakioa at his arrest
offlce. hitherto asade BBaWseaa bt Wash- -

J oottl '
Hum not stop wiiu ma. I oe i rsBkieat
baa officially declarred lo us that these
elare pior iaions are just and ransooabk
Justice, air, to sell a' man' ails? J setmo

to sell a child's mother! ' Justice to drin ;

a wan, gailty of no crime, away from the
land of bis birth, from tbe scenes of his
childood, from the graves of bis kindred!
Justice to deny to a mm tbe frnita of hi
own Justice to deny to a man the
enjoy areata of his own home! Juarne (o
dear to a man fie presence and prattle of
hie own children I Justice to dear to a

man the convictions of hi own son 1 si-

lica 1 justice, sir, is tbe at) abaaging add
eternal rule of right; it la tbe attribute ff
the Great God of nature; it dwek whb hkn
before were; it will slide with him when
worlds perish! Br the judgemeat ef the
Pagan and Christian world, it is injustice
to deny to any man bis rights.

Mr. Speaker, it is not justice to wanton-
ly subject men, women, and children, af
the arbitrary will of another, to stripes .v

imprisonment, to banger and thirst, to cold
and nakedness, robbery and murder. To
enslave a man is to murder him by slow

torture. This will not pas for jutico
among men, until men forget the distinc-
tions between right and wrong, good and
evil, virtue and vice.

By this bill, sir, we are not only to sanc-

tion the monstrous attrocity of chattel sla-

very, but we are to aay, if the majority
will accept the bribe, that attrocity shad
be perpetual. vVe are to agree tbat the
children of wrong and oppression in Kan-

sas shall have no deliverance in tbe future;
that they and tbeir children shall, from
generation to generation, toil on in the
house of tbeir bondage; in the words of
this instrument, tbat no alteration shall be
made therein to affect tire ownership of
property in slaves. Sir, the American Oon-gres- s,

by this enactment, ia to declare thst
if tbe majority will accept the bribe, the
Congress of tfce United Ststes will rawpet-uat- e

tbe horrid lie that one man may of
right sell his brother for thirty pie ce of
silver as Judas sold our Lordl

I say to gentlemen yon may past the
bill, but you cannot make the lie perpetu-
al. A lie cannot five forever, k has no vi-

tality in it. Sooner or later it must per-

ish. Perpetuste the atrocity that a msjir-it- y

may of right enslave the minority or
drive it into relurnless exile ! Make th.s
rule of wrong perpetual ! There inotl-in- g

perpetual but God, Histrnth, His jus-

tice, and the cresuues of His band. I
say to gentlemen on the other side, you
have it in your power to sare your country
from this foul dishonor. Why do you hes-

itate to deny your assent to this gr at
wrong ! Is it because you believe with
tbe President "thst slavery exists in Kan-

sas under end by virtue of the Constitution
of the United States? ' Is k because yo i

believe with certain political economists of
our day, tbat slarery is the nstnral and nor-

mal condition of the laboring men?' If
that be your conviction, act it out; .'ity so
in words. It is your right snd your duty
to declare it. And by an open, manly
avowal of it, rou will command the respect
of those who differ from ou for your can-

dor, if yon can never hope to command
their approval of your principles. Declare
openly your true purpose and intent. For
God's take do not shirk this great rsne
under false snd, if I may be allowed the
expression without meaning t.i be offerpive.
fraudulent pretenses of State rights and
popular sovereignty. Why do you hesi

tate to say openly what vour support of
this bill manifestly imports that It is your
purpose to establish and uphold chattel
slavery in Kansas under the fcrras of law

and at all hazards? Why do you hesitate
to arow this purpose I Is it not beeau-- e

you feel and know that its distinct arows
would electrify tbe nation, and summon it
to a stern, united, defiant resistance !

I say to gentlemen on the ether side,
who compose tbe majority of this House,
you may pass this bill ioto a law; yon may
indues the majority to accept its proffered

bribe ; you may thereby impose upon tbat
young Territory the shame and crime and
curse of this brutal atrocity; you rosy
thereby shake down Ibe pillars of this
beautiful fabric of free government, and
drench this land in fraternal blood, but
you can never give permanence to such
an act of perfidy, to such a system of
wrong. It ts too late for tbat; it n tbe
high noea of the nineteenth century. Tbe
whole hetvens are filled with (be ligu of
a sew and latter day. Kings hold 'heir
power with a tremulous and unsteady
hand. The basfiles and dungeons of ty-

rants, those graves of Unman libeity, sie
giving up tbeir dead.

There is a pause in the world s great
battle. Its banners of conflict, which but
yesterday streamed from Park to St. Pe- -

tersburg.sre furled; and to-d- the mighty
heart of the world stands still, awaiting
the resurrection of tbe nations, snd that fi

nal triumph of tbe right foretold in proph

ecy and invoked in song, wben tbe Angtl
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Mr, BINGHAM. I congratulate the
ocasatry taut the distinguished gentleiaen
from Georgia Mr. 8tbmcm hu teen
fit on this dsr to sekirowredge what be
baa heretofore, during tb last and pre-
set Congress, steadily and aawstentlr de-

fied, that tbe ponitioaof those with whom
I bare the booet to Mt oq this floor and
eleewbein, in regard to the pener of Con-fgma-

tea aereral Territories during
tfce ajfecea tiflae la amen they continue tu
to Territories, and Bp to tbe vary mocneot
of tbeir transition fro Bi a Territory, to a
State, ja the true positioa under the Con- -

of the Uottad SUtaa, and oa to
and legiiiraately Mislead by

raftee.
from Georgia predicted

bia reply to tbe distinguished snd learned
glliwwi from Maryland, Mt. Davis, J

woae; otoar tbiogt, upon the ground thai
tbe Congrats of tbe United Statea had

dictated to tbe people of Lou- -

a conditions precedsnt to titeir admia
into tbe Union at a State. I desire

inasmuch as tbe gentleman from Georgia'
mad special reference to tbe Louisiana eo
abliug act, to call tbe attention of tbe
Mattel and of lira eonntrv ta its provisions.
far ta purpose of showrag that it goes as far
as any man on this tide of tbe House has
aver ventured to go in respect to tbe au-

thority of Congrea over tbe Territoriea,nd
Its power to impose restrict ions upon tbe
admission of new States into the Union.

Admit that the art of Congress, passed
in 181 1, to authorise the people of Lou-taian- a

to farm a State constitution and
government and to provide for their ad-

mission into the Union, was a just and con-

stitutional enactment, and you admit all
that we ask, ail that any man can ask. up
on which ta predicate an argument against
tbe proposition submitted to this House by
the committee of conference, appointed
through i(, and in favor of the power of
tJoagress not only to reject that toll but to
reject the Lecompton Constitution under

ny and all conceivable circumstances.
1 do net know, nor do I care, whether

ll e honorable gentleman from Georgia as
Mimed and asserted tbe validity of tbe Lou-

isiana act merely for the occasion, or not
I tbank bini for bis coucsssion tbat that'
act was a precedent which he might with
propriety quote here against tbe argument
of tbe gentleman from Maryland. Sir, if
the gentleman's admission be right, if that
statute be valid, it totally sweeps away tbe
dogma of the sovereignly of new States in
the formation of constitutions preparatory
to admission, against the expressed will of
the whole people of the United States, as

set forth by their Representatives in Con-

gress assembled. The ad.nission of the au-

thority of Congreis to impose upon new
States tbe restrictions of that statute con-

cedes tbe right of Congress to reject any
new State until it shall have adopted a
conttitutioo, not only republican, but also

consistent with tbe Constitution of the Uni
ted Stales, and also in conformity with
such conditions precedent as Congress may
deem just and proper to be imposed. I
quote from mat statute as ioiiows;

"Sac. 2. Ad be ilJ tirther enacted, Thai
all free white male ciltaena of the United
States, who shall have arrived at tbe age
of twenty-on- e years, and resided within

- lh ui.l Tarrilnrn at loaat nt.A mir
ous to the day of election, and shall have

Ed a territorial, county, district, or parish
; and all persons having in other ts

the legal qualifications to vote for

representatives in tbe General Assembly of
the said Territory, be, and thoy are here-

by authorised to choose representatives to
form a convdution,who shall be apportion-
ed among the several counties, districts,
aad parishes within the said territory of
Orleans.in such manner as the Legislature
of the said Territory shall by law direct.
The number of representatives shall not
aaoeed sixty; and the elections for the n

tat ires aforesaid shall take place on
the third Monday in September neit, and

hall be conducted in the same manner as

4s bow provided by the laws of the said
Territory far electing members for the
House of Representatives;

" "Sec. S . And be it further enacted, that
the members of tbe convention, when du- -

I they are hereuy.aulhor- -

isefltb, 1 at the city of New OrteaDf.on
tbe fiiat Monday of November next, which
eonvetttien, when met.sball first determine,
by a majority of the whole number elec-

ted, whether H be expedient or not, at that
time, to form a constitution and State gov-

ernment for tire people within the said
aad if it be determined to be expe-

dient, then the convention shall in like
manner declare, in behalf of the people of
the said Territory, tbat it adopts the o

of the United States; whereupon
the said convention shall be, and hereby is,

authorised to form a constitution and State
government for the people of the said

provided the constitution to be form-Ad- ,

in virtue of the authority herein giv-a- ,

shall be repnblrcan.and eomistam with
the ConsUtution of the Unftetl StteeUiat
jt sbll coatain the fundamental mi.fretples

f eifil and religious liberty ; and it shall
aeeare to the citisen tbe trial by jury in
ajl criminal cases, and tbe privileges of
ftbe writ at naotat corpw, confbrrjnatily to
Abe proviejpos of the Constitution of tbe
Wotted SlBtes; aad that after tbe admie
srion f the said Territory of Orleans as a
jBtsJe into the Union, the laws whtcb such
fetate may pass shall be promulgated, and
St record pf srery description shall be

its judicial and legislative Writ

( 4RR0LLT0Y

Biased sat thai they should sceorc the right
or anal by jury, m ail criminal cam, to
ciliasai aitato the sUteT ahetber be ooa
cades that it ass competent for Coagress,
by tbat act,to dictate to the people of Lou
isuwaa, as a farther condition precedent
to the eUaUiisbmrntof a State rovernmeat
and their admission iaU the Union, that
they should secure the benefit of the right
of habeas corpus in all cases, pursuant to
the Constitution of the United States ;ad,
finally,! ask him whether hn concedes that
A. waa aompeUoi for the Government of
lb United Sutss, spanking through Coo
grass by that sot, to daolars thai that poo-pi- a

should abolish thair civil law and lake
carat If be concedes all li.u.w be did by
crtiog tbat act, be coaCcdea alt that I claim
aad all that my friend have vr claimrd
m thtt great controversy. Who, sir, is t
judge whether the conetilutioo, fraimed by
a people wHbm a Territory, "is Consistent
with Um ooasUirtioo of thrUniUd Stales?"
By tbat enactment, upon which tbe gen-

tleman pUnlud bimaelf, it is manifestly de
clared that tbe Congress of the Umu-- d

Stntaa shall judge of that, and no one else.
That is Republicanism Black Republi
canism.

Mr. CURTIS. I bag the gentleman's
pardon; it is not Black Republicanism, as
some understand it.

Mr. BINGHAM. It is my black Re
publwauiam. That legislation of 1811 is
sustained by precedent and commanding
authority. It was sanctioned and appro-
ved by a man who has been called the
Father of tbe Constitution by way of pre
eminence Mr. Madison. In sddition to
bis approval of the act, I have before me
what be hu written on this provision of
the Constitution, that Congress "may ad-

mit new Stales into the Union. r He says:
"In the Articles ofConfederalion no pro-

vision is found 60 this important subject
Canada waa to be admitted of right on
her joining in the measures of the United
Statos, and tho other colonies, by Which

were evidently meant, the other British
colonies, at the discretion of nine States.
The eventual establisment of new States
seoma to Imvebeso overlooked by tbe com-

pilers of that instrument. We haro seen
the inconvenience of this omission, sud the
assumption of power into which Congress
has been lead by it. With great proprie-
ty, lherefoie.haa the new system supplied
deftct. The general precaution that no
new States shall be formed without the
concurreuce of tbe Federal authority"

"is consonant to the principles
which ought to govern such transactions."

There is where I stand; there is where
those with whom I act, in reference to tins
question, stand; that there can be no such
thing as an existing State, organised with-

in the national Territories, outside of the
Union, and without the consent of the fed-or-

government; that there can be, under
our Constitution, no new State rightfully
organized within a United States Teirito
ry except it be organized in consonance

itb the Constitution of the United States,
and with the consent of the government of
the United States given to such State or--

ganizalion,eitber previously or subsequent
ly to its formation, and before the ad mis
sion of such State into the Union, That
is the position of Madison, that is the Re-

publican position, and that seems to be

the position of the gentleman from Geor-gis- .

Sir, other precedents justify me in

saving that conditions and restrictions up
on tbe organization of State governments
within tbe Territories may be imposed by
tho Congress of the United States. I
speak now of new States organized with-

in the Territories of the Union more par-

ticularly. I do not wish to speak now of
the organization of new States within the
Territory of a single state of the Union.
That belongs to another provision of the
Constitution, and we have nothing to do
witb it in this issue. We have other pre-

cedents, sir, for the position e assume of
this power of Congross to impose limits-tion- s

and restrictions upon new States
piecedents furnished by the action of the
lathers of the Constitution.

Sir, there waa a condition precedent in

tbe act providing for the admission of the
State which I have the honor, in pa.it, to
represent, and which authorized the people
of O. io to frame a State constitution and
government preparatory to tbeir admission
nto tbe U nion, 1 bat condition precedent

was tins :

Tbat tbe constitution so to be formed
by the people of the Territory of Ohio shall
not be lepugnsnt to the sixth article of the
ordinance of 1787."

What was that article! It was, sir:
"That slavery or involuntary servitude,

except as a punishment for crime, should
be forever prohibited.

Upon that condition the state ot Ohio
was permitted to organize a constitution,
and to come into tbe Union. The men

who framed that statute, and who voted

for it in Ibis and in the other Hall, did not
get this new idea into their heads, tbat the
people of a lerrttory might frame a con

stitution snd organize a State government,
and demand admission into the Cnion up- -

on tne simple condition mat ineir consti-

tution should be republicsn. What is a
epublican government! A republican

government is simply a government where
the sovereign authority is exercised tbroagb
delegates or representatives chosen by the

people, the Uongress ot mux, wbicu
provided lor the admission ol tne State ot
Ohio, thought tbat there was something
more than a republican constitution to be

framed; and hence they pat in tbe other
condition precedent, tbat the constitution
of Ohio should not be repugnant to tbe
sixth article of tbe ordinance of 1787,
which forever prohibited slavery. Ohio
came into the Union under that condition
precedent; snd for sit years after her ad- -

mission,and by force of this very restriction
she was denied the privilege of engaging
in the foreign slave tnde, which was being

ten proceedings conductod.in tbe language
in which tbe laws and the judicial and

aillative written proceedings of the fJni-State-

are new published and conduc-
ted: And provided also, That tbe nid
convention shall provide by an ordinance,
irrevocable without tbe consent of the
United States, that the people fnhabiiinaj
mo uiu xerniory ao agree ana aeriBie,
that they f never dtsclam all right or litre
to the waste or unappMptTaied lands tying
wiimo ue Mia territory; and mat the
tame shall be and remain at the sole aad
entire dlerxsjition of tbe United States ;nd.
moreorer that each and every tract df land
sofa by Congress shall r arid remain x
emptj from aay taa , laid by-- order
or under the authority of the State, wheth-
er for 8taU, opanly, township, pariah, or
any other purpose whatever, for the term
of five years from and after the respective
daya of the sales thereof nd tbat the lands
belonging to crtiiens of the United States,
residing without tbe Mid State, shall nev-

er be taxed higher than the lands belong-
ing to persons residing t herein j aad tbat
no taxes shall he imposed on lands the
property of the United Statesrand tbat tbe
river Mississippi, and the navigable rivers
and waters leading into the same or into
the Gulf of Mexioo.shaJI be common high
ways and forever free,as well to the inhabi-
tants of the said State as toother citiaetis
of the United Slates, without any tax, du
ty, impost, or toll therefor imposed by tbe
sbkj state.

I am not here to find fault witb the ar-

guments of the lesrned gentleman from
Maryland, Mr. Davis. ! I am not here
to fellow the gentleman from Georgiaf M

StkPbbbs, witli the new lights be baa
discovered in his way to this political
Damascus. The latter gentleman has, if
you pJease,beconiti an ally of tbe Republi
cans, ol tliose lie is wont to call likei Re
publican. He is working (ootvo iogiwith
us to day, He is agreeing with us that
Congress is rest ricl.-- in nothing but its
own conviction and its own judgment, in
regard to the limitations which it may
rightfully impose, tinder the Constitution,
upon new States, as conditions precedent
to their admission into the union.

To make good my assertion, 1 need on
ly refer specifically to the limitations im
po en oy the Louisiana act or I U , pro
viding for tbe admission of the SlSto of
Louisiana, which I have just read, and
which the gentleman from Georgia ap
proves, and upon which betakes bis stand.

That statute, I repeat, goes as far as 1

have ever .ventured to go on this queslion,
and ss far as any gentleman upon this
side has ever ventured to go. I beg tbe
attention of the House to the ronditions
precedent and restrictions which that act
imposes upon tbe sovereignty of Louisian
iia. Fiiet, there is the addition precedvut
that before the people of Louisianna, after
the election of their delegates to a conven
lion, should take another step towards the
organisation of a State government, their
delegates, In convention assembled, should,
in their behalf, declare that they adopt the
uonstitution ol tt.e u nited Stales, togeth
er, of course, with all its limitations and
restrictions upon State sovereignty. Hav
ing first performed this condition precedent
and not before, they might proceed to
form a State constitution ; provided, save
the statute '

That said constitution so to be formed
shall be r(jWa;shall beconsistent with
the Constitution of the United States ;shnll
proclaim the fundamental principles of civ-

il and religious liberty; shall secure to ev
ery citizen charged with a criminal offense
a trial by jury; shall secure, also, the writ
of habeas corpus as pr. vided in the Con-

stitution of the United States; shall pro-
vide that the legislation and judicial action
of said State be conducted in the English
langtnge; shall surrender the right ot the
State over certain wasto land; also, its
fght to tax United 3tates property.

6ir,lhis statute docs not stop whore cer
tain gentleman upon the other side of the
House have been telling us tbat our pow-

er stops, to wit; with the mere declaration
that the constitution of the proposed new
State should be republican. That statute,
as I have shown, goes much further, and
requires that tbe new constitution shall
conform to all tbe conditions and restric-
tions which I have enumerated. This slat
ute further provide, in tbe fourth section,
that the constitution so framed shall be
submitted to the Congreai of the United
States tor approval or rejection. For what

I To give to the Congress of the
Eurpose

States the opportunity of judging
whether these conditions precedent had
been complied with; whether tbe people
had.by their legally chosen delegates.adop- -

ted toe constitution of tbe United States;
whether their new constitution, contrary to
and in contravention of their local laws
the civil law under which they then lived

secured the right of trial by jury in all

criminal cases; whether the great writ of
Kubea corpui was secured to the citisens
within the limits of tbe State: and wheth
er, in addition, their constitution declared,
as required, the great and fundamental
principles of civil and religious liberty.
Unless these provisions appeared,Congress,
by this fourth section, reserved the power
to say tbat Louisianna should not be per
muted to organize berselt into a stats gov
eminent for admission into this Uniou
should not, in fact, become n State, bat
remain a Territory.

1 ask tbe gentleman from Georgia, in

order that I may make no mistake in this
matter, whether he concedes tbat that en
actment was constitutional; that it was tbe
right of Congress, 1811, under the Fed
eral Constitution, lo dictate to tbe peopl
of Louisianna tbe condition precedent that
tbeir constitution should be consistent with
the Constitution ot" the United States?
whether be concedes that it was competent
for Congress, under tbat act of 1811, to
dicUte lo that people the further condition

fire Bertsl iBouaaai asea, le
any State eueatitatioa, or flamaaiSBa any
when wu bin tha territories the Orrises

States withes the rooeaal of tbe pecplc
of the Uaited State ezpreaatd eiUier prs--

luusly or tuteequcnUy.lbroegu their
io Coagreas a as as bled.

This brines Qie, therefore, to the pnmt
now before us. I do not fed faak wkh
this hill beeaaae k aserrta tae poaecr 61 Cob-ure-

so aaeax euoh4Mea precadeat upon
which alone the $tet of Isautas to coes

to tl e Uuioe. I Bad fault witb this bill
in my judgment, it Is a great

dime, not only against the people of Bwaa- -
sea, but agathK the Constitution of our
common country, aad agaie-- t tbeaaercd
rights of banian nature

Qlose that bill oer with what words

engruaied upon pasebineat. Dignify the
act with what ti le yon please, uwtory,
stem, truthful, impartial history, will en-

title it "An act to lake away the liberties
of American citizens." That this bill is a

crime, I will try to show. In tbe flr-- i

place, this hill does not submit, as the gen
ilemeo from Georgia Mr. SrsrHaBa
very frankly acknon ledges, le the people
of rlanaas the question, whether tbey will

approve or reject the Lecompton constitu-

tion.
Instead of that; sir, it submits to them

a bribe io the way of lands ard mooeynd
says to them, "if you will vote for this
proposition ynu may come into the Union
under the constitution framed at Leeomp-eo- n

on the 7th day of November: 1867;
hut if you reject this bribe the penally
which wih follow shad be that you -- hall

not come into tne Uoion as a State until

you shall have a population equal to tbe
ratio of representation at the time of your
subsequent application." say such a

b ngia witho it precedent in the legislation
of tbecounlry; is unauthorized by and in
direct contravention of the Constitution of

the United Slates. There is nothing in

the Constitution of tbe UnitedStatca which
gives colorshle authontrforsuch legislation.
I'here is nothing in the past legislation of
ibis country that gives colorable authority
for it. It is a simple act of despotism at-

tempted to be enacted here by the Con

siress of li.e United States nnder cover of

'hat Constitution which bears the peerless

name of Washington. It were better, sir,

that that sacred instrument should perish1
as though smote by the lightening of heav-

en, than that any such act as that now

proposed should be pl'jced upon our stat -

ute-boo- What is it? Why, tbat the
Congress of the United Stales shall dictate
to fieeinen that they shall accept und?r
pains and penallies a bribe, and thereby
tiecome subj ct to a constitution which they

never made, which ihey abhor, and which

tbey bavn condemned ! I say, aad say it

without the fear of contradiction, that the
genius of our Constitution is this: tbat
new State censtitut ions must emanate from

the people within tbe limits of the propos-
ed State, und fiom no other source. Io
framing a State constitution, they are sub
ject to the limitations of the Federal Con

stitution, and tbe limitations or restrictions
imposed bv sets of Congress. They may

do anything in framing their constitution
that is not inconsistent with the provisions

of that instrument, or of such restrictive
enactments. The moment they violate

these provisions, their constitution ought
to be rejected by Congress. That is our
position.

But this bill assumes the very contrary
and provides that Congress shall n.loi.t a

consti tuiion which was framed by conspi

rators at The oeoDle of Kan-
r I

sas never framed it, bv delegates or other

wire. On itie conlrary, on the 4t!i nay

of last January, ten thousand of the 'aw

ful voters..! that rerrltory, a large majori-
ty of all its qualified electors, condemned
this instrument at the ballot box. They
never framed that instrument. It was

framed, I admit, by delegates at Lecomp-

ton; but, as I bad occasion to say on a

former occasion, tbey were delegates whom

the people had never chosen, nor authori-

zed to be chosen, and they only sat in

safety at Lecomptonunder cover of Federal

bayonets. That fact is notorious; aud the
President of the United States, who is to-

day, by the use of his patronage, engineer-

ing ibis infernal proposition ibrougb the

Congress of the United States.came before

this body, and by his message of tbe 2d

day of February last, concedes to us and

to the world, that the people of Kansas

never framed this constitution' What does

be sav sir I Why be says in that message,

amongst other things, tbat ever since the

day of his inauguration namely, the 4th
of March, 1857 the people of Kansas

have been in open rebellion against the

government established tboje by Congress.
He says further, that they wished during
all tbat lime to establish a revolutionary
government under the so called Topeka

constitution. He says furtiier, and iherein
lies tbe confession of the truth of this mat-

ter, tbat they were arrayed in such num-

bers against the existing authorities in thst
Terrtiory.that they wonld have overturned

tbe territorial government out of which

aprung this Lecempton constitution but

for tbe fact, to use bis own words.that tbat

government was protected from tbeir as-

saults by tbe troops of tbe United States.

Now. I submit to you, sir, whether that

is not a fair, uaequivocaLopen confession of

the fact that the great majority of tbe peo

pkofKacsaa never assea ted, from first to last,

to any portion of that machinery which bss

resulted in the production of this Lecomp-

ton constitution? Why, then, attempt to

force it upon them wkh thi penaky threatr

ened on ibe one hand, and this bribe tea

dered oa the other? Do you not impose
an unjust and unfair condition by this bill

when vou tbeiein declare that, if the peo

ple accept this bribe, they shall come into

on thi. Ceaatkutso- o-l sal that the Coi -

of tbe Uaited States has daties to
peif. rm wl,i.'h it is not at liberty to waire;
and one nf these dnri is to sea to it thst
ao constitution shall go Into operation witb
tlie consent of Congress wbicb denies tbe
right of a majority of the qualified voter
to asa sad. aker, or change k at their plesa--
ara. auen a cocstitaUoo w not Hepwa
can

Now, sir. I assert, that this bwrrcpteo
constitution, by express pror aeons, excludes
tne majority from the nht of amend meet.

V hat are Its nrorhaom in tku teaaaatf
First, tbat in any election to be held in
said State, the qualification of s refer
shall be that be be a male citisen of the
United States, above (he age of twenty-cu- e

years. Article 8. section 1. And (ac-

tion fourteen of tbe schedule, provides tbat
tbe constitutioa shall never be amended
or altered, "unless a majority of all tbe
citixena of the State shsll first barb voted
for a convention." Now, every man
knows tbat under oor free institutions, ev-

ery person bort. of free parents within the
jurisdiction of tbe United States, aad who

are residents thereof, is s ckizen of tbe
united states, and therefore f the if ie Iris

r a .'e ict rhcther such personbe male or fe-

male. 'J he records of tbe courts in a
thousand instances, bear witness to tbe fact

that women anl children, as well as men
of full age, are citisens of the United
States, and of the several Stales. This Le
compton constitution limits the right of
sufTr .ge to male citizens of the United
States over twenty one years of age, and
at tbe same ttme said instrument provides
that it shall never be amended or altered
without tbe consent and approval of a ma-

j rity of all the citizens by their rotes st
the polls. It simply requires an impossi
bility, when it says that a majority of the
citizens, men, women and children, of tbe
Territory, shall asseut by billot to tbs con-

vention for amendment, when it declares
that at any election only mate citizens of

the Unite Slates over twentv-on- e years
ot age shall vote. Tbat is the language

lsnd lega effect of the instrument. No
man wi undertake to gainsay that tne
langu iga is there as I have qaoted it
Tbe words are plain; and when tbe words
are plain, thete is no room for construction
and no constitution cm be tolerated.

But. Mr Speaker, I must basten to the.

conclusion of what 1 have to say. There
is another provision in this constitution to

which I dvsire to call attention; and tbat
is, the provision thst it shall never be so

amended as to affect tbe ownership of
property in slavea. W bat becomes of gen

tlemen's notions of Stats Sovereignty, if
the Congress of the United States can give
force ar.d effect to sueh a law as th.s?
Does not every rasn here know that even

it my construction of the Consti ution was

wrong, and a majoritoy of the qualified vo

ters of Kansas were to attempt to amend
their constitution so as to sbolish the ow

nership of property in in slaves, after this
atrocious thing had become tbe fundamen-

tal law of tbe State by the assent of Con-

gress, such amendment would be held by

that citadel of slavery which is located in

fthe base of this capital to be in violation

of vested rights, sod therefore ro;d? The
. .l.i r i iwnolo power oi tt.e uenerai uovernmeiu,

would bo arrayed to sustain last rested
riht, if you please, sgainst tbe expressed

w ill of a majority of the people of Kan

sas.
Sir, this ;s the first instance in which

the Congress of the United Ststes baa at-

tempted, by formal enactment, to give per-

petuity to this institution of slavery within
the limits and jurirdiction of a sovereign
State. As a Slate righto man, standing
here, pledged as I am to mantain the

rights of tbe people and the rights of the
States, I protest against this dangerous as-

sumption of power, and clsiro that it is tbe

right of tbe sovereign people within tbe

louts of a State to abolish tbe institution
of slavery at their pleasure. Does any
Representative from tbe South assert this

power to be in Congress!
I do not object to resisaints upon States

in favor of liberty, and to tbe end that the
Constitution of our common country may

be upheld in full force, and tbat the great
and sacred rights of human nature may
not be infringed ; but I protest against this

Lecomptan conspiracy, wbicb denies the

right of and ignores the
will of tbe majority if expressed, or

to be expressed, against despo-

tism. Let gentlemen beware how they

attempt, even under the power and shelter

of a great central Government, more thsn

imperial in its resources, to crush out tbe

heart and conscience of the people. God

is in history. Let gentlemen give heed to

it lessons of tbe terrible retribution whieh

sometimes overtakes those who seek to es-

tablish an odious and hated despotism over

the min Is and concience, the brain and

heart of freemen.

Sir. I claim for myself tha same right

as did tbe Congress of 1811, to inquire
"whether this Lecompton constitution is

consistent with the provisions of the Fed-

eral Constitution." And sir, I have come

to the conclusion that it is not only incon
sistent with the Constitution of the Uni

ted States, but thst k is ia direct conflict

with tbe rights of every man, woman and

child within the Territory of Kansas.

Mr MAYNARD. Will the gentleman
allow me to interrupt him?

Mr BINGHAM. No sir. If von

whole lejntory embraced within the nnil
of ibat State not withstand ing tbe asserted
sovereignty ot the State wss by a condi
tion precedent set forth in the net of ad
mission, subjected to certaiu conditions
and reairictious imposed upon uo other
Slate of the Union. Upon ibis point I

challenge contradiction.

What is the general provlaion of the
Constitution? Stmplr that aw Statea may
be admitted by Congress iuto the Union;
also, that further provision, "that no aew
State shall be formed or erected within the
jurisdiction of any other State, nor any
State be formed by the junction of two or
more States, or parts of Statea, without
the consent m the latter case of the
Legislatures of the Slates concerned, as
well as of Congress." And what was the
condition precedent annexed to the admiss
ion of tbe State of Texas? I will read
the sot tbst there may be no misuudsrslaod
ingof.it. It is aa follows:

"Resolved by the Senate and House of
Representatives ol the United Statu of
America in Congrese assembled, i bat
Congress doth consent that the territory
properly included within, and rightfully
belonging to the Republic of Texas, may
be erect.. into a new State, to ba called

the Slate of Texas, witb a republican form

of government,to bo adopted by the people
of said Republic, d. pulies in convention
iis'omblel,wiih the consent of the existing
Guvernment in order that the same may
be admitted as ohe of the States of this
Union.

"t. And be it further resolved, That
consent of Congress is given up-

on the following conditions, aad with the
following guarantees, to wit. First, Said
State to be formed, subject to the adjust
in. til, by this Government, of all questions
of bound try that may arise with otherGov
eminent; ind the contitution thereof, with

the proper evidence of its adoption by the
people of said Republic of Texas, shall be

transmitted to tbe President of the United
States, to be laid before congress for iis
final action, on or before the lt day of

January, 1843. Second, Said State,when
admitted into the Union, after ceding to
the United States all public edifices, forti-

fications, barracks, ports and harbors.navy
and navy-yards-

, docks, magazines, arms,

armaments and all other property and
means pertaining to the public defense be-

longing to said Republic of Texas,shall re

tain all the public funds, debts, laxes, and
dues of every kind, wbicb may belong to,
or be due and owing said Republic; and
shall also retain all the vacant and unappro
priated lands lying within Us limits, to be
ipplied to the payment of the debts and
inbilities of said Republic of Texas, and

the residue of said lands, after discharging
ssid debts and liabilities, to be disposed of
aa said State may direct; but in no event
are said debts and liabilities to become a
ahSTge Uon the Gover meut'of theU'iite.l
States, 1 bird, New Slates, o: Borwenieejt

s Be, not exceeding lour in numb- -, in au

dition to said State ol'TeXas, and having
sufficient population, may here .'ier,h the
consent of snd State, be formed tit of the
territory thereof, which shall be entitled to

admission under the provisions of the Fed- -

araj Constitution. And such Slates as may
be foimed out of that portion of said ter-

ritory lying south of 36 deg. 30 min. north
latitude, commonly known as (he Missouri

compromise line, snail be admitted into
the Union with or without slavery, ai the1

people of each State asking admission may

desire. And in such state or Slates as j

shall be formed nut of said territory north
of said Missouri compromise line, slavery
or involuntary servitude (except for crime)
shall be prohibited."

1 here is a restriction upon State Sover
eignty Texas as a State, as well as the
new States hereafter to be formed within
tbe limits of Texas, are hound and fettered
by tbat restriction by its terms no new

State can hereafter be formed within '.be

territory of Texas and admitted into the
Union, unless such State so to be formed,
north of 36 deg. 30. north latitude, shall
forever exclude slavery:

Sir, witb tbe precedent, and the great
and commanding authorities of Jefferson
and Madison, who signed tbe statutes I

have cited, it seems to me it is not necessa-

ry to multiply arguments upon tbe subject
of ho power of Oongiess to impose these
restrictions, and thus limit State sovereignt-
y-

Mr. liiummrs. 1 wish to makeono
suggestion here, and that is that the gen
tleman from Ueorgia, .Mr. otepqbks, J

voted for those resolutions for the admiss-

ion of Texas.
Mr, BINGHAM. That is consistent

with his argument hero claiming
that the Congress of the United States
may impose conditions precedent npoo tbe
admission of new States within tbe limits
of the Constkation. Tbst rote of bis as-

sorted tbs right of Congress to exclude sla-

very within new States. That is where I
want to place him ; that is where be be
longs, and where I belong. I do not

of Ucliverapce eball lead captivity eapinve.
To this hour of tho world's repose, snd
tbe world's hope, shall Amerioa,Hle child
and the stay of tbe earth's old aqf, prove
false to her most sacred tradksoda, 1klse ti
her holiest trusl, and by this pratxedren-- a

neif; consent to dowaejllrty in

her own temple, and forge chains-- for hor

own chrildren?
tl i: ,., & .tiha')

f?Dft vigflart and bray.
"Jl ' A MmitrsU


